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CABINET 47 f39^ . 



00K0LU8I0N8 of a Ueetins of the Cabinet bold 

et 10, Downing Street, S,W. on EHIHAY, 
let SEPTHiHEH, 1959, at 11»50 a-m. 



it*,, E S B W 

The Rt. Hon. Neville Ghanberiain, M.P,, 
Frlzae illnleter. (In the ChalJ^}^ 

Tbe Hi^t Hon. The Right Hon. 

61r Johii Simon, o.C.fi.I,, Q.C.V.O.f Vlaoount aimclmsn, 

K.C., Chanoellop Lord Freaident of the 



of the E^^chequep. 

The Right Hon, 
Lord Maugham, 
Lord Chanaellor. 



Cotmcil- 

The Right Hon* 

Sir SEumiel Hoare, Bt. , a.C-S.I., 
O-B.E., C.H.G., Secrete^ 

of State for Hoine Aff6ii»e. 



The Right FTon^ 

Viacount lIjiliffiK, K.G., G.C-S.I», 
a-,C.I.E. , Secretary of Stata for 
Pore 1 pi Aff Btre- 

The Rifiht Hon, 

iilr Thot:;aQ I^nakip, K-O-, 
M.F. , Secretai? of &tate for 
Dominion Affaii-a. 



The Rlc^t V.on* 

air Jolm jvEidersoti, 0,C.B, , 

Lord Privy Seal. 

The Most Hon. 

The AiarQ,ueBa or Zetland, a.C.S.I 
G-.C-I.E., Scicretary of State 
for India and Burma- 



The Klfiht Hon, 

Ualoolm UaoDonald, 
Secretary of 3tate for, the 
Colonies* 

The Fight Hon* 

W.a. Morrison, U*C. , E.G., U.F,, 
Chenoellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaater, 

The flight Hon, 

L. Hore-Bollaha, MpP,, 
flecretairy of State for l¥ar. 

The Right Hon- 

John Crilvllle, M-P,, SeoMtary 
of State for 3ootlend« 

The ai^t Hon- 

Tho Barl Do La Warr, President 
of the Board of Bducationi 



The Sight Hon- 

Er■n^;Et Brov/n, }£.C. , H-P, , 
Kinlater of Labour* 

The EiRht Hono 

inald Dorman-Sml th - ii-P. , 
or Agriculture and 




Sir T^d.-^mrd ErJ.dfrtj, K^O.B., H.Ci, 



Admiral of the Fleet the night Hon. 
Lord Chatfield, fJ.C.B., O.y.f 
K.G.H.O,, 0-V,0., Minister 
for CO'-ordinatifm of. Defenoe* 

The Right Hon- 

The SaiA atanhopet K.Gt.^ 
D.S-O.f Firat Lord of 

the Admiralty. 

The Right H^. 

Sir Klngaloy^'<ood, M,P. , 
Seoretary of State for Air- 

The Right Hon, 

Oliver ^.tanloy, M.C, U»P. , 
President of the Board of TFade* 



Tho Right Hon. 

Walter Elliot, M.G-, li,P., 
Minister of Health. 

THe Right Hon, 

£I,L. Burgin, M.P., 
Tfflnlr,ter of Supply. ^ 



Captain the Sight Hon. 

Euan V/allace^ U,C., Itl.P., 
Miniater of Transport, 

■*ta -«,*,aB«*«*t,**** •Seoretary* 
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GONCLUSIO^JS of a Meeting of ttie Cabinet Held 
on FRIDAY, 1st SKPTSMBER, 1939, at 11< 30 a.m. 



Conclusion 

Ho. Su3a3eot . ESSfiS* 

2, pag^wcE ME ASURES : 

MolillleatiDti Heesures, 9. 

Warning Telegrai- - vcfoTOXae to Italy. 9. 

Defonce of tha Su€2 Canal- XO* 

Institution of Pood Control. 10- 
Issue of Broadcast Mesaa^pand Control 

of Radio Transmission. 11. 

Advanced Air Strililng Force. 11< 

The first Contingent of ttie Field Force. 11. 

Svacuation. IS. 
Mettinjj of P^.rliam6nt anj J5mergericy Bills* 12. 

Bank Haliday &nd fixebange Control. 13. 

5. ATTITb'DS OF DOMIMIOMS. 14, 

4. THE CABINET. 16- 
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THE ITJTKa- 



met luider the gii^aveat possible ooodltionft. 



1. 



THS FHIUB HIKIsa:^;^ s«d.d th&t the Cabinet 



orent aeadnet vhioh vo foii^t so lone *nd so 




tly had come upor. U£l 



isiit our conECietices 



wer^ clear, and thQ;ra a^iould be no possible ^uestit^n 
nov nbeM dut]r lay* 



aalA that the poaitiou vm still confused in many 
respects, but the main linea were clear- la tlie 
lAflt two days the principal obstacle to progress had 
been the Oirficiilty of establlahins obntaot betwe^ 
the QermsLna and the Polee* On the previous night 
a teleersjn had been sent to the Polish Qovemment 
saying that hoped that they would instruct their 
Jtanbassedor In Berlin to see Herr von Bibt>entrop* It 
wmM not Quite olear vhat action had aotualljr been 
taken, thou^ it sheared that Herr von fiibbentrop 
had sent Tor U. Lipski. 



history, Ti:e Catiinet ivoulfl noM have seen the 
announcement of the German Govermiient which had 
speared in the Press that morning. Since theUt 
reports had been reoeived of the invasion of Poland* 
3be Oahinet would also have seen a copy of Herr 
Hitler's proGlamatioai, and also of ITerr Ift>rster'a 
preolnaatlon annouacihfi; the anaeution of Danzig to 
the Beieh* 



Foreign Secretary that morning, and had said that he 
had had information thc>t Gei'man troops had grossed the 
frontilca^at a nuttiber of plsoes* ^[here vere also 
reports of the bonftan^ of vspIoub Polish towns. Be 
(the polish A^assador) had exp^es^ed the opinion 



TBS 8ecketj;hy of sotasx for fobeioei aftaihs 



All thiSp however, was rather ancient 



3he Polish Anfbsasador had called to see the 
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that oipcurastanjses had furioeii irtilch oalled tor the 
in^lBmentatlon of our giiaj^Gii-tce. He (the Foreign 
Secretary) Iiad replied that, provided the facts were 
AS Btatedv he did not euppoie that we should dltfer 
from tho Polish AtibasBador' b oortolOBionD 

njxe fforelgn Secretary eatd that he had then 
rung up the German Cliarge d^ATfairee encl told him 
of the reports wiiich liad "been received, namely, that 
the Oeiman troopa had aroBsed the frontier, and ^ the 
l)ODlbj.n£ of polish towna. He had asked the Gei^an 
Charge d^Affalrea whether he had any Information to 
convey to the Porei/.;n. Secretai'y, or eny fnesBage from 
the German Governiaent^ He had added that the situation 
appearod to be a very aerlous one; that the Cabinet 
would bo meeting shortly; and that any further 
GorLsnunlcatlon v/oulcL be i.isde by Sir CJevile HendorBon 
to the German Qcvernmentj and the German Charg^ 
d* Affair e& Informod- 

!Ihe German CEhare^ d'Affalres had rung up a 
quarter of an hour ago saying that he had had a measage 
from tho Hens De^:>artment In Berlin that It was not 
tame that Varaaw and otlier cltlea had been boDbed. 
Ho had also referred to an observation in Rarr Hitler's 
speech to the effect that there vaa shooting going on 
from the Polieh side and that they (the Germans) mere 
Bhootlng back. 

!Zhe Foreign Secretary also inTonned the 
Cabinet of a telephone message he had received from ; I 

the Jboaricen Jttnbassador in London to the effect that 
he had had a telegram in resard to t]'_e bombing of i 
Warsaw, and indicating; great satiafaction with our 
attitude. I 
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Latest in the mssttne, tqj*±omb me&s&ges were 
poad oat, appeared to indicate that the reports 

of the bombiri£: of Warsaw, at any rate, were prenieturo< 

The jporeiea Secretai^ elao referred to two 
oonversatlona wlUch he had had with Count Clano on 
the previouB deff* althoxieh these wore now of perhaps 
historical interest only. first measa.-:^ had been 

that Signor Jtiueaolini vas very amcioua to help, but 
wanted some new fact on which to approach the ifihrer. 
He had aalced whether the Poles were willing to aay that 
they would agree to the return of Danzig to the Aeioh 
and to negotiate on other matters. After speal^ing to 
the Prime Uiniater> he (the Foreign Secretary) had 
replied that Danzig wes the kernel of the matter, and 
that be did not reel that It would be possible to maltti any 
prc^^reaa cai tbolaaslB aosesta d. Aa he sawthe matter* the 
real point was to get the Gernian Government to agree 
to negotiatlona. 

Count Giano had then rung up a oeoond time ana 
h&C pn^osed 'Qiat a general Conference should be held 
on the 4th Septen^er to diacuee all (Questions arising 
out of ttie Treety of Versailles 'nhloh gave rlao to 
dirficultieB- Ihls loatter had been discussed with the 
Prenoh Qovemnent, and It had been screed that* while it 
would be in^ossible to accept the idea of negotiation 
under an o;;'eii 'lireat force, it was uiideeiPable to show 
any unwilllngneae to agree to negotiations under more 
favourable conditions- Biis suggestion had however 
then been oyerta}cen by the oouree of evente. 

The Porelgn Seoretsry also reoid out to hla 
GOlieaEuea teles'^-fliii I'To, 737 from Ronte , in tv:'^ich Sir 
Feroy Loralne recorded a ets^toment made by Count CianOf 
m\der the seal of seorecyp as to Italy's attitude. 
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In the course of cLlacuseldn, it was pointed out 
that -4i M% at prestrnt no very definite information as 
to what hostile action had taken {Oaoa iTkRilaQdandlfaat Itwis 
deelrabXe not to take any irrerooahle aotloa until we 
had some greater assurance on this point* It was 
pointed out that Herr Hitler was at present raalclng a 
speech which vae l^alng l»roadoaet and further partioulftra 
of thla Bpeeoh'would he avallahle before the end of the 
Cabinet zneetlng* A teleffraia had also been received front 
Sir Novlle Henderson indluotlng that after Herr Hitler' o 
epeeoh in the Reichstag there might be some further 
peace effort on Herr Hitler* e part. 

THE PRIUE UDTIsm Bald that at a later etage 
In the proceedings it would be necessary to consider the 
terms of the comijiuni cation to he aent to the German 
aovemment. He thought that It would be oonrenlent if 
the Ifinlster for Go-ordination of Defence could at this 
stage give the Cabinet the vleire of the Chiefs of Staff 
as to whether It was desirable that this cojaminlcatlon 
should contain a time limit. 

THE HINISTEB FOR OO-ORDIIUTIOH 07 DBFEHCB 
said Uiat he had discussed this matter very briefly 
before the meeting of the Cabinet with hie Service 
OOUeagueSj, the Lord Privy Seal and the Gbiefe of Staff. 
The process of evaouation of the clviX popuLlation had 
Juet started^ and* looking at the matter frcm 13iet 
point of view. It wee obviously desirable that there 
should be a further delay "before we sent a connun 1 c a t ion 
In the nature of an ultimatum* Apart from this pointy 
^1(^ was not of- determining In^ortanoe, the general 
view of the Chiefs of Staff was set out in a paper 
(C.O.Q. 986 Revise} which they had prepared a few^^ays 
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previously. Broadly, tlielr view was thtit, once an 
ultlmetum iiad been deepatciied, immediate action might 
be tak&n by the iKitential eueov* In principle, tHerefozv* 
the perloA between the despatch ana the e^lxv of the 
liitljnQtuHi, lAicli was one of -imcortaljity, should be ae 
short as poEisible. 

■The Foreign Office rffprjesentative had thoxi^t 
that the period should be tiot lees then 6 hoore* In 1914 
the psilodh&d been 4 hours. In ULe view of the OhleCa of Bteff , 
frcm ttie appoint of view, it -^8 deeirabLe, if an ultlinatum with 
a time limit was despatched, that the ultimatum ebould 
esqjiire at tnidnight,, although fmn the U&val point of 
▼lew thle was not en ideal errai^ement* 

The Ghlefe of Staff had also conaidiOred 
rtiether there was any particular advantage in delay 
before the issue of an ultimatum- Their general 
feBlinc[ had been that, if we reachod the cQnoluslon that 
eiroumstanceB had erieen in whloh we were bound to 
implement our guarantee, the right course would b© that 
we atxould despatch to Oermeny a coniminicstioa in the 
nature of an ultimatum without any undue deley- 

At thia point tJie Cabinet adjourned disimeaicm 
or the nature of the comnunioatlon to be sent to "Qis 
German Government, and conaaared various Defence Meaeures 
(See Conclusion 2 below)* 

Later lOie Cabinet resumed disouselon of the 
conmonicatlon to be made to the asrmn Oovemmentf 
Copies of a draft prepared were olrculated to the 
Cabinet. 

Ths queetion wae aa!ted whether the information 
which had been received aa to hostile actions waa 
sufXioiontly definite to justify the deepatch of a 

eoiHramication on the iini^a of the draft. !nio 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire read, extracts 
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from Herr Hitler^ b speech, which made It clear that on 
Herr HltleT' 8 own statanent aermany ttclb now invading 
Poland, 

The Foreign Secretary proposed the following 

aXtaration of the final eentenee In the draft 

.oanmunication, which read;- 

"Hle MeJeety'E Government accordingly notify 
the O-ernmi Government that -unlesa they can 
imnediately satisfy His Majesty's Government 
that these reports are unfounded, or, in 
the alternative, are prepared tc^ give 
Hie Uajeaty^fl GoremmeTit satlefactory 
aeaurenoes that aggreesion against Poland 
has been stopped and that tlie Qerman troops 
will be prnnrptly withdrawn from Poland, • 
His Majesty's Government will without . 
hesitation fulfil their obligations to 1 
Poland- " I 

i 

This emendmant mat with genersLl approval. [' 

The Foreign Secretary added that lie had j| 
recfcived. a coMi.iunication from Hia French Government to ■■ 
the effect that they wished to declare war before we J 
did. The reason given for this wee said to be public 
c^inion in prance, since the French Goverruiieixt were 
anxious not to appear to be dragged into war by ne- 

It was agreed that while the French might 
reaaona'bly claln that wc should not deolare war l>efore 
they did, the right course would be iJiat the French and 
ourselvea should deolare war at the oame time. 

Some discussion cjusucd whetlier t,he draft Should 
bo ajnended to state specifically that we had toeen 
inrited by the Poles to fulfil our guarantee to thenu 
The general feeling was that an amendment in this Bsnae 
was unnscessary end would not be an improvement. 

ma 5ECEETAHY OP STATE FOR FORSIC-U AFFAIRS then 
read to his colleagues a message which had been received 

by Sir Alexander Cadogan rrom Mr. B , Bpeaklng 

from Berlin. THe message was to the effect that' he 
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eiqipoeea that we had heard that fighting Ixad "broken 

out, and that, according to the Information In Berlin, 

this had resulted from the Poles having 1)lo«n \ip r 

hrldge. Herr Hitler had declared that be did not want 

to start a world warr and wanted direct negotiations 

with Great Britain. ' 

Ur* sogficated that ha should tXj baofc at I 

onee from Berlin with Sir a. Ogllvle-Forbes ae a last 
minute atteivt to avert the aatastroidie* Hr« D--*. 
had &ald that we would ring up again at 1.15, I 

After dlBcuselon, it was agreed that the recply | 
to be sent ty telephone to Ur. D. ... should be stiff , 
and should stress the fact that the onl7 way In idiliidi a 
world war could be stopped would be If the Qemtan troops 

left Polish territory und hostilities v/'jro suspended. I 

I 
I 

JAo hope should be held out that we should act as mediatora i| 
between C^rmany and Poland* 

The (^etion whether a time limit should be 
Inserted In the coraniunicatlcn to Germany waa again 
~ referred to* 

■nn PRIUS UIKISTBB pointed out that it waa 
possible that the Gennans might take aggreaalve action 
on tlie receipt this telegram. Aitrhoiigh it ■was ! 
nnlllCQly that they would start an air att^clc on this 
ooiintry, they mli^t start an attack on our merchant 
shipping end ahlps of war* | 

Tt wae pointed out that it was iirportant to 
ascertain the French attitude in regard to this matter. 
The view generally held ms that the loeertioii of a time 
limit gave a false eenso of eeourltyt and ahould be 
omitted. The real question at Issue was vfhen the draft 
telegram should be despatched. On this v;e should act 
In consultation with the French Government. 
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Tb»d ^ueetion wae z^iead whether it was possible 
to avoid a formal- declaration of war, ±n view Of the United 
8tatea of America's pro"bable attitude mder the HeutraMty 
Act. It was agreed that th.is point ahould be borne in 
mind* tsnt the view generally hald waa that a declaration 
of wsf. w&a the right couree- 

PRIUB HIHISTEK propo&ed, and the Cabinet 
agreed* that the comunmicatlon ae amended should be sent 
off as soon no ^^^rocEnent had been reached with the French* 
It waa desirable that the despatch of the telegram aboull 
taJce place at about 6 p.m., in order that l^e fact th^t 
a c<»i]mmicatlon had been deapatchad ahould be a:Qnoimced 
In Parliament. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATHi FOR DOUIUIOW M^PAlRfl 
proposed, and it was agreed^ that he ahould be authorised 
to Inform ths Dominions in regard to the despatcb of this 
comziunication to the German Govenjment, 

THE PRIJyffi MIWJSTSl said that when the 
nonmunlcatlon was sent to the Qerman Qovermnent he thought 
cvT Ambas^dor ahould have Inatruottons firstly to aek 
When he ml^t expect to receive a reply, and seoondly. If 
the r^ly was unfavourable, irtiether he shoiad t&en aafc for 
his passport- The view was t3xpre::sed that our Ambassador 
should be Instructed to asic for a reply, but that the 
question of the procedure to be adopted In this matter was 
one for discussion with Uie French Govermaent* 

l^ie Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary 
W(ji'a authorised, to take such acti^in ae they thought fit 
in this matter t 



The Cabliaet agreed to the despatch of a draft 
coiumunication^as aitieiidedt to the German 
O-ovemment, after oonsultation with the Prentd 
Government, aiflauthorisedtbetWme. Kinister and 
Porelgn Secretary to settle any outstanding 
points without further reference tO t^ie 
Cabinet^ 
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DKFEIK3E 2. THE MINISTIiR TOR 00-OEDIHATIOW OP DSPmJS 

UEASUB&S, 

eald that st a ineetlng or the Defence PreparedneaB 
Conmittoo summoned very hurriedly that morning 
Dsparttnonto had Deea axithorlsod to put tho Pvoosutioncipr | 
8tag« into force, Biibject to one or two matters whloh : 

had 'been resei?ved foi" decision by the CelJliiet- 

Mohlllzatlon Deolelons tadcen that morning included the ccaapletioa 
Meaeures. 

of the no'billzation of the vliole of the Amr (Inoladliig 
the Territorial Army) and the Hoyal Aip Forae by i 
Proclaiiiation and of the Soyal Ilavy pflth the exception 
of the Hoyal ^aval Special fieserve. t^ieae atepe 
would be lnvleaented uid the neoeeflary Orders in 
Council would "be approved at a meeting of the Fvivy 
CouiLcil to be held that morning. 

One of the main polnta to be settled waa whetlier ' 
the warning telegrsa sent out on the Instltrutlon of 

Warning the Precautionary Stage should Include Qexioany only. 

Telegram, 

Heference to or' Geri,;E_ij snd Italy, aiS potential enemleB. Tbls 
Italy. 

matter wu to some extent aTfected by the telegrttn from 
Sir Feroy Loraine which the Foreign Secretary tied 
^uat read. 

The Cabinet ^ere Informed that telegrams had 
been sent to ell CcMzii^anders- In-Chief abroad ae to the 
action wHioh they should take in the event of the 
receipt of a framing telegrem Bpeelfying both Qemany 
and Italy as potential eneralea. The view was 
ejtojressed by tl-,e Foreign Secretary and the Honio 
Secretary that it was desirable not to stop 
precautionary measures in the Itediterreneazi. . - 

^ 

- 9 - 
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At tha same time, it T7ae folt that It v/ovld je deaira'jle ( 
to aroid any aotlon irMoh ttoiiIiI bs regax^decL as unduly 
provooatlTe to Italy, In partloulsi>. It yroxoa "bo 
undjaalrable to talc« drastic action In pegard to 
people of Italiexj iiationality in Coloiiies sucli as 
llalta, altliciig}! It waa appreciated that theiealffli't 
l3e particular Inatancea or p«roonB of Italian 
nationality euploT^d in vulnariA>lo joints ivhere aomo 
action might "be required. 

After dlaousaion, the Cabinet a^Ereed that 
tho vamlng telagrtta should include both Oannan? 
and Italjr aa potential enemlaB, on the baaia that 
ivhlle Qomany iroB apaclfied aa an Qneni7 frithout 
^ualifioationr it should be d^lsinad that Italy's 
poaltlon Traa not yot publloly daflnad; that it 
aecmad Itfcely that her position vould be one of 
neutrality and Tflille it was neceesery to guard against 
poaalbie surpriae attac::, action should not ba 
ea&tarl^d. on which would "be regarded as undul?- 
ppoTocatlTe, auoh aiSr for exenpIOp the Intemmei^t of 
clTilians, except in apeoial CBsea, 

am 37JGRIITAEY OP SfHAT^ FOR DOMITTIOH AFFAIRS 

thouglit it would be neoesaary tc inf om the Daf^^^^n 
Oovemmente of the glat of Sir rcrcy Loralne's 
telegrani ITo. 737 trom ttoioe. It waa agreed that this 

should be done. 

Defence of . It vaa agreed that the eecond atage 

the fiuea Oenal. 

of the Sues Oanal Defence Flan ahould be put into 
operation, 

^Inatltutlon After hearing a statement from the Ohanoellor 

of Food Control. 

of the Duc^ of Lancaeter, the Cabinet autlv^rlead the 

Chanoellor to teice the following stepBi- ^ 

- 10 - 
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(1} To oonstituto and set up 7ood Control Ooromitteea* 

(il) To take ovor the control of the dlatrlbutlon 
of fltaple oonmodltiae. 

(ill) To decentralise aaithfield and BllliriSBgate. 

(iv) To ieeue orders fixing maximum prioea 
for ft nuQbor of Ij^portant oonmodltleB. 

With regard to the laet Item, the Chancellor of 

tho Duchy of Lancaater pointed out that tiie Provlalon 

SxohaiigGe would proba^jly paas a atand-atlll fioaoiutiou 

that afternoon, aa they had dons in tho proTlouB Septeniber 

If he Invited than to do 00. He proposed to Invite thca 

to act in this way. 

Issitc of Broad- The ijoportance WBB waphaslsed of doping broad* 

cast Llessage 

ELQ^L Control of casting going on the iri-dest possibly basla as lon^ as 
Hadio 

Trananiaslon. posalblo. On the othor hand, it ™a felt that It would 

be undeslTQ'oie to run the rieX of delaying aynchronisetion 

after we liad made a oonmunicatlcn to Geinoeny in tlie nature 

of an ultisnatm. 

The Cabinet agreed to confim the dsclaion 
already talten by the Defenoe Preparedness 
Coninltteo at tholr Second Meeting, by vjhich 
the Secretary of State for Air had been 
authorised to order synchronisation ^^hen hs 
oonelderad that thia vaa neoeaaary, in 
oonsultation witli the Lprd Privy Seal, 

Advanced Air It was agreed that steps should be tal:en to send 

StPl^ln^ Pores. 

the Advanced Air Striifing Fo3rce to Prance forthwith. 

^e rirat It was agreed that arrangements should be roade for 

aentingant 

Qf tha the first contingent of tha Field Force to proceed to 



Pield Force, 



France forthwith. ifo announcement should of course 1>a 
■ads in regard to either of these meaaures. 

Brief VGt^^^rices were made to a nimfber cf other 
Koaaurea, such aa the astablialmnt of a Hiniatry of 
£oonomiQ Warfars, ths institution of oosl control and of 
food Gcutrol and motor spirit ratlouing, which v^re 
ready to be put into operation imziiediately after the 
eutbreaic of war, 

- u - 
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Ueetlng of 
Parllawont 
and ^n^rgenoy 



IfiE PHIUB HXNIST^ aakea vlietiier It iraa 
possible to expedite tbe proaeas of evacuation. 

mE LORD PRIvy SBAL ej^plalned thet the 

evacuation Bcheme had besn very carefully organised 

and tliat tliere was no alternative between adliering to 

the arrangements wMoh bad been osde or aXlowlns 

pe^le to proceed In « wholly unorganlaed 

!Ihe Oablnet took note oT this 
statamBoit* 

IBS FsniB MXHIdTSfi utd ttiat arrangMM^ita 
had been made Tor Parliament to meet at 6 p.m. that 
evening. He vaa p3*opoalng to arrange for the 
publleation forthwith of the correapondeoce n^leh had 
talten plaoa with the Oernan and Pollah OoTcanHaentfl. 
Zn partiouIaTt be wanted to bring ont the point that 
v^le the Follah Qovemnent bad been prepared to 
agree to our proposal fo^ a military atandatill, the 
Oennan OoTemnent bad made no answer on thla point. 

Uui Prime lUnlster aald It waa also proposed . 
to aek Fsrllament to pass about seventeen Bnerccenoy 
Bills through all their stages that evening. 

THE CmNCHiLOR OF THE EXCHS^UEfi explained 

that the prooadure proposed was to table an ADers«no3r 
Bsaolutloat and, aa a first stept to paaa a Vote of 
Oradit for £000 mllXlons. Ihls would be followed by 

the Conaolidsted Fund Bill. 

tOie aeoond part of the Boerffenoy Resolution 

would be fTtfoed with a Tlew to pasalng the other 

sixteen Ifettrgenoy Bllle which were regarded as of first 

priority* and which should be passed Into law before 

the outbreaii of iiostilitiea, 

SI^ GSitfioellor pointed out that this list 

of Bllla inclTicLed the Oorapensatlon Bill-* He thou^t 
thi:Lt it migh^ possibly be found, nocoflsary to defer 
this Bill until tbe ensuing day. 

"Hie Oablnet agreed to the procedure 

DTiJTXJBClSa 
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THE CEAIfCfiLLOR OF THE £XCHE^[J£R said 

that tho Tlew now Z»ld w«a thet it would be 

deolPabXo that the Ban^ holidayt vhloh it was 

planned to declaFO on the outbreeiv of v,ais should 

b« on Vondayt ^th Beptojilber. Thia deoialon 

was dependent upon the date on which the Exchange 

OentFol fioffulatlonB were made* 

The Chancellor explained that no freah 

legislatlTe authority was required for either of 

theee two maBUFeBs 

aiie Cat>irEet authorised th.e Chanoellor 
or the Exchequer to talte the neoeaeery 
action in regard to theae two matters. 



M Hhe Minister of Agriculture and PlBherie© 
may v^iah to raiuc! at a later date the 
fonn of the tribunal to b© established 
toF aBaeaslng the value of agricultural 
land Top oonipenaatlon purpoeee. 
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ATTITUDE OF d* THE PBIICS tOKISTHR Mid that tio had had 

wl ooDsunioatioTX tvQBi Vr* de Valora laet night. ThiO 
Ownen )aniBter had told Mr. da Velera tliat If me 
brolce out Germany waa anxious to respoct the nentraliliy 
of £ire. Ur. d« Vftlera had replied that hlfi poXlor 
vas to maintain the neutrality of Sire but he had 
it ^LB uuderatc^d added that Eire would not, f^t 
course, tolerate any German activities, including 
prt^aganday on Hire soil. 

rCHX BBCEBIAItY 07 8TJkT3 FOR DOMINICn A7F4IRB 
aaid that it had been oonteiqilated that we should 

ask Eiro at the least to brealt off diplomatic 
relationa with Germany^ if we l>eoaiBe involved in var. 
Hf. Dulanty had inforaad Miu that he thou^t that in 
a veek Eire vould oome in on our Bide aa a roaulV 
of attaclca oa shipping. 

THB FBXHB KHSXB^SR said that at the moment 
there vaa no action to ha taicen, hut he thought 
the Cabinet should he aware of the position. 

THE LOBD CHAHCELXO£ aaid that he had had 

. a tallc with Macicensi© King vhen he was. in Canada 

Mr. ICackenzie King had asked him to tell the Oahlnet* 

andj in particular, the Prime Minister that, owing to 

the attitude of certain of his colleagues, it wee not 

possil^le for him to malce any further annoimoemant of 

Canada's attitude until war had hrokan out, Imt that 

Canada would be in it with us. He alao said that he 

had had discussions with a large number of people in 

the lAilted States, who. all took the view that the 

United States would be in the war sooner or later, and 

that nobody could eay how soon they would be in. 

The Cabinet tooit note o^ this statement. 
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TUB CABXfffiT. 4. THE PHIME llINlSTltB said that he felt BUi-e tbat 

It waa in the mlnda of His cdHJIaagiiGa that, if var 
earner would be naoeaaary to malce aooa altorfitionft in 
Oablnat ai>raz\genientat Be had no doubt that the right 
oourae was to aet up & Wer Cabinet et once on tha 
modal of tho War Cabinet eatebZlshed in tha last vai** 
and tbie waa tha oouraa he intandad to follow* 

The Prima Ulniatar added that it ml^t be Oeoeasarjr 
to make aartain other alterations in the Cabinet. He 
aakad «hethei' he might assume that his colleaeuaa wore 
prapared to plaee their raslgnatlona eolleotivalr in hia 
hands. Prime lllnistar*& oollaagues intimatad that 

thajr willingly agreed with the courae proposed. 

Prime Winleter then aalcod his colleegues to bo 
fiOod oaout^ to loforo their Undar aaoretariss that h« ~ 
would be glad if thar Also would be good enou^ to 
SUMtm their roaignationa at his di^koaal* 
TBS OABIIfET agreed to this course* 



Richmond Terrace, 8.V.1> 
Ist Septonbar, 1959* 
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£mi DowHnant la (lif Pfopsrty of Hia Britannlo Majealy't OrOTBminflnt. mi ihiriJ bfl 
rttnmed to iha ForeldP Offlca If not ftgrntred tM oBbM M*.") 



TO GBiaiAgY 

Telegraffi (en clair) to Sir K. Henderson (Berlin). 

Foreign Office. 1st Septomber 1959. 5,45 p-m. 
Ho- 511. f BY TiaL^fiOfjg) 

MOST mMETilATE - 

Following is text referred to In my talcgram No, 510- 

Cta the iJiBtructloES at His Majesty's Principal Secretary 
of state for Foreign Affairs, I have the honour to make the following 
Gomnunication, 

Early this aoraing the Genaan Chancellor lEsaed a proclamati<»i 
to the Gernan Anny irtiloh indicated olearly that he was about to 
attaok Poland. 

Infonaation which has reached His liajesty's Govemaent in the 
United Kingdom and the French Govarniaent indicates that-Oeman 
troops have crossed the Polish frontier and that attacks upon Polish 
ioRns are proceeding. 

In these oircumstances , it appears to the Governments of the 
United Kingdom and France that by their action the Gemen Qovenaent 
have created conditicms (viz; an aggressive act of force against 
Poland threatening the independfinoo of Poland) which call tor the 
li^Umantation hy the Govenments of the United Kingdom and Prance 
of the undertaki^^ to Poland to come to her assistance. 

I m acGordin:dy to inform Your Excellency that unless the 
German Government are prepered to give His Majesty's Qovermosnt 
saUsfactoiy assurances that the Gei«a Govemment has suspended 
all aggressive aetion against Poland and are prepared promptly to 
withdraw their forces from Polish territory, His Majesty's Govern- 
ment in the United Kxn::,dom wiU without hesitation fulfil tJieir 
obligations to Poland. - 
oUlr)!^^^*^'^ NO.&59, Rome 427, ffasfaington Nos4e2 (en 



